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In September, without giving any warning, and
without the consent of Augustus of Saxony and Poland,
Frederick marched through Saxony into Bohemia and
occupied Prague. Frederick had apparently not heard
that Saxony was a secret supporter of the Treaty of
Worms, and he thus found himself with a Saxon army
in the rear, and an Austrian contingent, under Marshal
Traun, pressing down upon him. Traun's strategy
was excellent, and Frederick was forced to evacuate
Bohemia without fighting a decisive battle. This was
Frederick's first profound humiliation since the death of
his father, and he never forgave Maria Theresa for it.

Early the next year, as she was constantly on the
alert to see what Frederick would do next, Maria Theresa
formed a new alliance with England, Holland, and
Saxony, Her troops had occupied Gratz, and she
experienced a moment of wild hope that she might re-
conquer all of Silesia. In January, Charles VII., who
had been ill ever since he became the Holy Roman
Emperor, died of gout and general debility. Maria
Theresa was more profoundly convinced than ever that
God was on her side.

By May she had persuaded Charles's son, Maximilian
Joseph, to support Francis at the next imperial elections.
This meant that Bavaria, another of her enemies, had
been pacified, and she could concentrate on preparing
for Frederick's inevitable attack.

The armies of her English allies, in the meantime,
were not being particularly successful. The English
were defeated by the French under Marshal Saxe at
Fonteaoy on May u. Maria Theresa had opened
negotiations with Elizabeth of Russia, hoping to win her
active support. When Frederick, who had been fearing
Russian intervention, heard about these negotiations, he
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